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Towards a Nation
WED 17 DEC 2014 – MAY 2015  
MĀORI COURT 
FREE WITH MUSEUM ENTRY

How do we understand place and heritage in Aotearoa 
New Zealand today? This is one of the key questions 
explored in this new commemorative display, which 
looks back to the origins of our nation. 

Two hundred years ago, Northland Māori chiefs 
Ruatara, Te Pahi, Tuai and Hongi Heke and early 
Missionary settler Reverend Samuel Marsden all played 
a role in shaping our nation. Learn about the early 
relationships between Māori and Europeans in this 
special exhibit, which includes the Te Pahi medal, on 
display for the first time. 

175th Anniversary of the 
signing of the Treaty  
of Waitangi
FEB – SEP 2015 
MUSEUM GALLERIES 
FREE WITH MUSEUM ENTRY

Be a part of our special programmes marking the 175th 
anniversary of the signing of Te Tiriti o Waitangi – the 
Treaty of Waitangi. 

Discover the history of New Zealand’s founding 
document, brought to life by the descendants of the 
Māori chiefs who signed the Treaty in 1840. Join us  
for talks and a gallery trail as we discuss its  
significance today.

For more details, keep an eye on our website: 
aucklandmuseum.com

Meet some of the most talented carvers from the mana 
whenua of Tāmaki, Auckland, as they work in the Māori 
Court. Whaotapu is a collective of carvers dedicated to 
a vision for their work to tell the story of the heart and 
soul of the city; it’s history, it’s present and its future.  

The carvers represent the five iwi groupings in the 
Auckland region – Ngāti Wai, Te Waiohua, Ngāti 
Whātua, Marutaahu and Tainui. 

Watch the group bring to life the art of carving as  
they work on a variety of pieces. Ask them about the 
different styles and stories that have been handed 
down through many generations.  

With a combined experience of more than 400 years, 
the collective brings a thorough understanding of 
traditional and modern materials and techniques. 

For more information about the collective, visit:  
whaotapu.co.nz

Ngā Whaotapu o Tāmaki Makaurau –  
The Sacred Chisels of Tāmaki Makaurau
DEC 2014 – JAN 2015, MĀORI COURT, FREE WITH MUSEUM ENTRY
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Above: Te Pahi medal © 2014 Sothebys Australia. Background image: Jordan, W. (ca. 1840) Signing of the Treaty of Waitangi by  
Māori chiefs at the entrance to the Tāmaki River, June 1840. Auckland War Memorial Museum - Tāmaki Paenga Hira. PD-1895-1.
Presented by Captain D. Rough, first harbour master of Auckland in 1895.


